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REV. ARNOLD DAMEN, S. J.

Died Jan. 1, 1890.

A Great Missionary Leader.— The Founder and

Organizer of the Jesuit Institutions

OP Chicago.

Brief extracts from a “Tribute to his Memory,”
written shortly after his death, for the Catholic Home
of Chicago by Hon. William J. Onahan:

“ Father Damen was born in the province of North
Brabant, Holland, March 20, 1815. He was admitted

to the Society of Jesus Nov. 21, 1837, and was one of

the band of devoted young novices brought over to this

country by Father De Smet, the renowned Indian mis-

sionary.

“Florissant, near St Louis, was then, as now, the

headquarters or novitiate of the Western Jesuit prov-

ince. It was there Father Damen commenced his

career in the United States fifty years ago. It was
there his remains were laid at rest according to his own
wish and request, last Saturday, January 4th, in the

presence of the honored Provincial of the Society and
of many of the fathers who at different times had been
associated in his labors in Chicago or St. Louis.

I first saw and heard Father Damen in the year 1855,

during a mission he conducted in old St. Mary’s, the

then pro-cathedral, corner of Wabash avenue and Mad-
ison street. His companion in the mission was Father
Glaizal.

“ Toung as I then was that mission made an impres-

sion on me and that impression was largely due to the

zeal and power of Father Damen. He was then in the

full vigor of manhood, of majestic presence with a

command of language and a force of eloquence which
must have carried by storm all hearts in the congrega-

tion. I know he did mine.



“ Thousands in this city, tens of thousands all over

the land, can testify to his zeal for souls. The work
of his life was his missions.' With a chosen band of

companions of tlie Society, he conducted great missions

in nearly every principal city in the United States, and
as a consequence, twenty-five years ago Father Damen
was more widely known in this country and may be said

to have exercised a greater influence personally than
any bishop or priest in the Catholic church.

“ His power as a pulpit orator was everywhere rec-

ognized and his success as a missionary surpassed

anything ever before known in this or perhaps any
other country. Wherein lay this marvelous and ac-

knowledged power?
“ It was not in his polished periods or his rhetorical

style. It was not in the beauty of his language nor
the copiousness or felicity of his illustrations. Hot a

few of his associates surpassed him in the graces of

oratory as they did in learning, but Father Damen’

s

force and power carried everything before it. He cared

nothing for applause or criticism. He was working to

save souls.

It has been said that Henry Ward Beecher in his

life-time addressed and influenced more people than

any other living speaker. I do not believe Mr. Beecher
at the most popular period of his career, ever ap-

proached in the audiences he addressed and moved by
his marvelous eloquence, the numbers preached to by
Father Damen. In the missions Father Damen
preached to congregations numbering often two to three

thousand people, three times a day, and every day in

the week for months at a time.”

Note.—In response to an inqniry made by a member of Tlae

Catholic Truth Society, Rev. E. A. Higgins, S. J., of Chicago, re-

plied as follows

:

“I am told that the number of converts received into the Cbarcta

on occasion of Father Damen’s missions approximates 10,000.”



CHURCH OR BIBLE.
WHICH WAS APPOINTED BY CHRIST TO TEACH MAN-

KIND THE TRUE RELIGION?

Lecture Delivered br- the Rev. Arnold Damen, S. J.

“ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that
believeth not shall be condemned.”—Alark xvi., 16 .

Dearly Beloved Christians:—When our Divine
Saviour sent His Apostles and His Disciples throughout
the whole universe to preach the Gospel to every crea-

ture, He laid down the conditions of salvation thus:
“He that believeth and is baptized,” said the Son of the
living God, “shall be saved, but he that believeth not
shall be condemned.” Here, then, our blessed Lord
laid down the conditions of salvation: two conditions

—

faith and baptism. He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved

;
but he that believeth not shall be con-

demned, or is damned, hence then two conditions of

salvation—faith and baptism. I will speak this even-
ing on the condition of faith.

We must have faith in order to be saved, and must
have divine faith, not human faith; human faith will

not save a man, but divine faith. What is divine faith ?

It is to believe upon the authority of God, the truths
that God has revealed, that is divine faith. To believe
all that God has taught upon the authority of God,
and to believe without doubting, without hesitating;

for the moment you commence to doubt or hesitate, the
moment you commence to mistrust the authority of
God, and, therefore, insult God by doubting his word
—divine faith therefore, is to believe in what God has
taught, but to believe without doubting, without hesi-
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tating. Human faith is when we believe a thing upon
the authority of men—on human authority, that is hu-

man faith
;
but divine faith is to believe without doubt-

ing, without hesitating, whatsoever God has revealed

upon the authority of God, upon the word of God.
Therefore, my dear people, it is not a matter of in-

difference what religion a man professes, providing he
be a good man.
You hear it said nowadays in this nineteenth century

of little faith—you hear it on all sides, that it matters

not what religion a man professes, providing he be a

good man. That is heresy, my dear people, and I will

prove it to you to be such. If it be a matter of indif-

ference what a man believes, providing he be a good
man, why then it is useless for God to make any rev-

elation whatever. If a man is at liberty to reject what
God revealeth, what use for God to make revelation,

what use for Christ to send out His Apostles and Dis-

ciples to teach all nations, if those nations are at liber-

ty to believe or reject the teachings of the Apostles or

Disciples? You see at once that this would be insult-

ing God.
If God reveals a thing or teaches a thing He means

to be believed. He wants to be believed whenever He
teaches or reveals a thing. Man is bound to believe

whatsoever God has revealed; for, my dear people, we
are bound to worship God, both with our reason and
intellect as well as with our heart and will. God is

master of the whole man
;
He claims his will, his heart,

his reason and his intellect.

Where is the man in his reason, no matter what de-

nomination, church or religion he belongs to, that will

deny we are bound to believe what God has taught? I

am sure there is not a Christian who will deny we ar6

bound to believe whatsoever God has revealed, there-

fore it is not a matter of indifference what religion a

man professes
;
he must profess the true religion if he

would be saved.

But what is the true religion ? To believe all that

God has taught. I am sure even my Protestant friends
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will admit this is right
;

for, if they do not I would say

they are no Christians at all.

“But what is the true faith?”

“The true faith,” say my Protestant friends, “is to

believe in the Lord Jesus.”

Agreed, Catholics believe in that. Tell me what you
mean by believing in the Lord Jesus?

“Why,” says my Protestant friend, “you must be-

lieve that he is the Son of the living God.”
Agreed again; thanks be to God, we can agree on

something? We believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of the living God, that He is God. To this we all

agree, excepting the Unitarian and Socinian, but we will

leave them alone to-night. If Christ be God, then we
must believe all He teaches. Is not this so, my dearly

beloved Protestant brethren and sisters? And that’s

the right faith isn’t it?

“ Well, yes,” says my Protestant friend, “ I guess
that is the right faith; to believe that Jesus is the

Son of the living God we must believe all that Christ

has taught.”

We Catholics say the same, and here we agree again.

Christ, then, we must believe, and that is the true

faith, we must believe all that Christ has taught, that

God has revealed, and, without that faith there is no
salvation, without that faith there is no hope of heaven,

without that faith there is eternal damnation! We
have the words of Christ for it: “ He that believeth

not shall be condemned,” says Christ.

II.—But if Christ, my dearly beloved people, com-
mands me under pain of eternal damnation to believe

all that He has taught. He must give me the means to

know what he has taught, for Christ could not con-

demn me for believinor a thing: I do not know. Christ

is a good and just God, loves us and desires our salva-

tion, and will not condemn us for not doing a thing we
do not know to be His will—for not believing a thing
we do not know to be His teaching or revelation.

If, therefore, Christ commands me upon pain of

eternal damnation He is bound to give me the means
of knowing what He has taught. And the means
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Christ gives us of knowing this must have been at all

times within the reach of all people
; for, as all people

have a right to salvation, so have they a right to the

means of learning what God has taught, and believe it

to save their souls.

Secondly, the means that God gives us to know what
He has taught must be a means adapted to the capaci-

ties of all intellects—even the dullest. For even those

with the dullest of understandings have a right to sal-

vation, and consequently, they have a right to the

means whereby they shall learn the truths that God
has taught, that they may believe them and be saved.

The means that God gives us to know what he has
taught must be an infallible means, for if it be a means
that can lead us astray it can be no means at all. It

must be an infallible means, so that if a man makes
use of that means he will infallibly, without fear of

mistake or error, be brought to a knowledge of all the

truths that God has taught.

I don’t think there can be any one present here—

I

care not what he is, a Christian or an unbeliever—can

object to my premises; and these premises are the

ground-work of my discourse and of all my reasoning,

and, therefore, I want you to bear in mind. I will re-

peat it, for on these premises rest all the strength of

my discourse and reasoning.

< If God commands me under pain of eternal damna-
tion to believe all that He has taught, He is bound to

give me the means to know what He has taught, and

the means that God gives me to know what He has

taught must have been at all times within the reach of

all people—must be adapted to the capacities of all in-

tellects, must be an infallible means to us, so that if a

man makes use of it he will be brought to a knowledge

of all the truths God has taught.

III.—Has God given us such means? “ Yes,” say

my Protestant friends, “ He has.” And so says the

Catholic, God has given us such means.

What is the means God has given us whereby we
shall learn the truth God has revealed?
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“ The Bible,” say my Protestant friends, “ the Bible,

tile whole of the Bible, and nothing but the Bible.”

But we Catholics say, “No; not the Bible and its

private interpretation, but the Church of God.”

I will prove the facts, and I defy all my separated

brethren, and all the preachers into the bargain, to

disprove what I will say to-night. I say, then, it is

not the private interpretation of the Bible that has been
appointed by God to be the teacher of man, but the

Church of the living God.
For, my dear people, if God has intended that man

should leai’n his religion from a book—the Bible

—

surely God would have given that book to man ; Christ

would have given that book to man. Did He do it?

He did not. Christ sent His Apostles throughout the

whole universe, and said:

“ Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things

whatsoever I have commanded you.”

Christ did not say, “ Sit down and write Bibles and
scatter them over the earth, and let every man read

his Bible and judge for himself.” If Christ had said

that, there never would have been a Christianity on the

earth at all, but a Babylon and confusion instead, and
never one Church, the union of one body

;
hence, Christ

never said to His Apostles, “ Go and write Bibles and
distribute them, and let every one judge for himself.”

That injunction was reserved for the sixteenth century,

and we have seen the result of it. Ever since the six-

teenth century there have been springing up religion

upon religion, and churches upon churches, all fighting

and quarrelling with one another, and all because of

the private interpretation of the Bible.

Christ sent His Apostles with authority to teach all

nations, and never gave them any command of writing

the Bible, and the Apostles went forth and preached
everywhere, and planted the Church of God through-
out the earth, bu+ never thought of writing.

The first word written was by St. Matthew, and he
wrote for the benefit of a few individuals. He wrote
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the Gospel about seven years after Christ left this earth,

so that the Church of God, established by Christ, ex-

isted seven years before a line was written of the New
Ibstament.

St. Mark wrote about ten years after Christ left this

earth
;
St. Luke about twenty-five years, and St. John

about sixty-three years after Christ had established the

Church of God. St, John wrote the last portion of the

Bible—the Book of Revelations—about sixty-five years
after Christ had left this earth and the Church of God
had been established.

The Catholic religion had existed sixty-five years

before the Bible was completed, before it was written.

Now, I ask you, my dearly beloved separated breth-

ren, were these Christian people, who lived during the

period between the establishment of the Church of Jesus,

and the finishing of the Bible, were they really Chris-

tians, good Christians, enlightened Christians? Did
they know the religion of Jesus? Where is the man
that will dare to say that those that lived from the time
that Christ went up to heaven to the time the Bible was
completed were not Christians? It is admitted on all

sides, by all denominations, that they were the very best

of Christians, the most perfect of Christians, the first

fruit of the blood of Jesus Christ.

But how did they know what they had to do to save

their souls? Was it from the Bible they learnt it?

No, because the Bible was not written.

And would our Divine Saviour have left his Church
for sixty-five years without a teacher, if the Bible is

the teacher of man? Most assuredly not.

Were the Apostles Christians, I ask you, my dear

Protestant friends ? You say, “Yes sir, they were the

very founders of Christianity.” Now, my dear friends,

none of the Apostles ever read the Bible, not one of

them except, perhaps, St. John, for all of them had
died martyrs for the faith of Jesus Christ, and never

saw the cover of a Bible; and every one of them died

martyrs and heroes for the Church of Jesus before the

Bible was completed.

How, then, did those Christians that lived in the
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first sixty-five years after Christ had left this earth

—

how did they know what they had to do to save their

souls ? They knew it precisely in the same way that

you know it, my dear Catholic friends. You know it

from the teaching of the Church of God, and so did

the primitive Christians know it

IV.—Not only sixty-five years did Christ leave the

Church He had established without a Bible, but over

three hundred years. The Church of God was estab-

lished and went on spreading itself over the whole
globe without the Bible for more than three hundred
years. In all that time the people did not know what
constituted the Bible.

In the days of the Apostles there were many false

Gospela There was the Gospel of Simon, the Gospel
of Nicodemus, of Mary, of Barnabas, and the Gospel
of the Infancy of Jesus; and all of these Gospels were
spread among the people, and the people did not know
which of these were inspired, and which false and spur-

ious. Even the learned themselves were disputing

whether preference should be given to the Gospel of

Simon or that of Matthew, to the Gospel of Nicode-

mus or the Gospel of Mark, the Gospel of Mary or

that of Luke, the Gospel of the Infancy of Jesus or

the Gospel' of St. John.

And so it was in regard to the epistles: there were
many spurious epistles written, and the people were at

a loss for over three hundered years to know which
Gospel was false or spurious, or which inspired

;
and,

therefore, they could not take the Bible for their guide,

for they did not know what constituted the books of the

Bible.

It was not until the fourth century that the Pope of

Home, the Head of the Church, the successor of Si
Peter, assembled together the Bishops of the world in

a council, and there in that council it was decided that

the Bible, as we Catholics have it now, is the Word of

God, and that the Gospels of Simon, Nicodemus, Mary,
the Infancy of Jesus, and Barnabas, and all these other

espistles were spurious, or, at least, unauthentic; at

least, that there was no evidence of their inspiration.
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and that the Gospels of St. Luke, Matthew, Mark and
John, and the Book of Revelations, were inspired by
the Holy Ghost.

Up to that time the whole world, for three hundred
years, did not know what the Bible was; hence, they
could not take the Bible for their guide, for they did

not know what constituted the Bible.

Would our Divine Saviour, if He intended man to

learn his religion from a book, have left the Christian
world for three hundred years without that book?
Most assuredly not.

Y.—Not only for three hundred years the world was
left without the Bible, but for one thousand four hun-
dred years the Christian world was left without the

sacred book.

Before the art of printing was invented, Bibles were
rare things

;
Bibles were costly things. Now, you must

all be aware, if you have read history at all, that the

aid of printing was invented only a little more than four

hundred years ago, about the middle of the fifteenth

century, and about one hundred years before there was
a Protestant in the world.

As I have said, before printing was invented books
were rare and costly things. Historians tell us that in

the eleventh century—eight hundred years ago—Bibles

were so rare and costly that it took a fortune, a consid-

erable fortune, to buy one’s self a copy; it took the

lifetime of a man to make one’s self a copy of the Bible

!

Before the art of printing, everything had to be done
with the pen upon parchment or sheepskin. It was, there-

fore, a tedious and slow operation—a costly operation.

Now, in order to arrive at the probable cost of a

Bible at that time, let us suppose that a man should

work ten years to make a copy of the Bible and earn a

dollar a day; well, then, the cost of that Bible would
be $3,650! Now, let us suppose that a man should

work at the copying of the Bible for twenty years, as

historians say it would have taken him at that time, not

having the conveniences and improvements to aid him
that we have now; then, at a dollar a day, for twenty

years, the cost of a Bible would be nearly $8,000.
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Suppose I came and said to you, “My dear people,

save your soul, for if you lose your soul all his lost.”

You would say “Sure enough that is true!” You would

ask, “what are we to do to save our souls.” The Pro-

testant preacher would say to you, “You must get a

Bible; you can get one at such a shop.” You would
ask the cost, and be told it was $8,000. You would ex-

claim: “The Lord save us! and cannot we go to heaven

without that book?” The answer would be : “No; you
must have the Bible and read it.” You murmur at the

price, but are asked, is not your soul worth $8,000?
Yes, of course it is, but you say you have not the money,

and if you cannot get a Bible, and your salvation de-

pends upon it, evidently you would have to remain out-

side the Kingdom of Heaven. This would be a hope-

less condition, indeed.

> For fourteen hundred years the world was left with-

out a Bible
;
not one in ten thousand, not one in twenty

thousand before the art of printing was invented, had
the Bible

;
and w^ould our Divine Lord have left the

world without that book if it was necessary to man’s
salvation? Most assuredly not.

VI.—But, let us suppose for a moment that all had
Bibles, that Bibles were written from the beginning,

and that every man, woman and child had a copy what
good wdll that book be to people who do not know how
to read it ? It is a blind thing to such persons.

Even now, one-half the inhabitants of the earth can-

not read.

Morover, as the Bible was written in Greek and He-
brew, it would be necessary to know these languages to

be able to read it.

But, it is said we have it translated now in French,
English and other languages of the day. Yes, but are

you sure you have a faithful translation? If not you
have not the Word of God. If you have a false trans-

lation, it is the work of man. How shall you ascertain

that? How find out that you have a faithful transla-

tion from the Greek and Hebrew?
“I do not know Greek or Hebrew,” says my separ-
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ated friend
;
“for my translation I must depend upon the

opinion of the learned—upon their decision.”

Well, then, my dear friends, suppose the learned

should be divided in their opinions, and some of them
should say it is good, and some false, then your faith is

gone; you must commence doubting and hesitating,

because you do not know the translation is good.

Now with regard to the Protestant translation of the

Bible, allow me to tell you, my respected brethren, that

the most learned among Protestants tell you that your
translation—King James’ edition—is a very faulty

translation and full of errors. Your own learned divines,

preachers and bishops, have written whole volumes to

point out all the errors there are in King James’ trans-

lation, and Protestants of various denominations ac-

knowledge it.

Some years ago, when I lived in St. Louis there was
held in that city a convention of ministers; all denom-
inations were invited to that convention, the object

being to arrange for a new translation of the Bible, and
give it to the world. The proceedings of the conven-

tion were published daily in the Missouri Bepuhlican.

A learned, a very learned Presbyterian, I think it was,

stood up, and urging the necessity of giving a new
translation of the Bible, said that in the present Pro-

testant translation of the Bible there were no less than

thirty thousand errors.

And you say, my dear Protestant friends, the Bible

is your guide and teacher. What a teacher, with thirty

thousand errors ! The Lord save us from such a teach-

er! One error is bad enough, but thirty thousand is a

little too much.
Another preacher stood up in the convention, I think

he was a Baptist, and, urging the necessity of giving a

new translation of the Bible, said for thirty years past

the world was without the Word of God, for the Bible

we have is not the Word of God at all.

Here are your own preachers for you.

You all read the newspapers, no doubt, my friends,

and must know what happened in England a few years

ago. A petition was sent to Parliament for an allow-
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ance of a few thousand pounds sterling for the pur-

pose of getting up a new translation of the Bible, and

that movement was headed and carried on by Protestant

bishops and clergymen.

YII.—But, my dear people, how can you be sure of

your faith ? You say the Bible is your guide, but you

do not know if you have it. Let us suppose for a mo-
ment that all should have a Bible; should all read it and

have a faithful translation, even then it cannot be the

guide of man, because the private interpretation of the

Bible is not infallible, but, on the contrary, most
fallible

;
the source and fountain of all kinds of errors

and heresies, and all kinds of blasphemous doctrines

.

Do not bo shocked, my dear friends; just only keep

calm and listen to my arguments.

There are now throucrhout the world three hundredo
and fifty different denominations or churches, and all

of them say the Bible is their guide and teacher, and I

suppose they are all sincere. Are all of them true

churches? This is an impossibility. Truth is one as

God is one, and there can be no contradiction.

Every man in his senses sees that everyone of them
cannot be true, for they differ and contradict one an-

other, and cannot, therefore, be all true.

The Protestants says the man that reads the Bible

right and prayerfully has truth, and they all say that

they read it right.

Let us suppose: here is -an Episcopal minister: he is

a sincere, an honest, a well-meaning and prayerful man.

He reads his Bible in a prayerful spirit, and from the

word of the Bible, he says, it is clear and evident there

must be Bishops, for without Bishops there can be no
priests, without priests no Sacraments, and without

Sacraments no Church. The Presbyterian is a sincere

and well-meaning man; he reads the Bible also, and
deduces from it that there should be no Bishops, but
only Presbyters. “Here is the Bible,” says the Epis-

copalian; and “here is the Bible to give you the lie,”

says the Presbyterian, yet both are prayerful and well-

meaning men.
Then the Baptist comes in; he is a well-meaning,
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honest man, and prayerful also. “Well,” says the Bap-
tist, “have you ever been baptized?” “I was,” says

the Episcopalian, “when I was a baby.”

“And so was I,” says the Presbyterian, “when I was
a baby.” “But,” says the Baptist, “it was done by
sprinkling, and that is no baptism at all. Unless you
go down into the river, like Christ,” says the Baptist,

“it is no baptism at all.” And he gives the Bible for

it. “Unless you are baptized over again,” says the

Baptist, “you are going to hell as sure as you live.”

Next comes the Unitarian, well-meaning, honest and
sincere. “Well,” says the Unitarian, “allow me to

tell you that you are a pack of idolators
;
you worship a

man for a God who is no God at all,” and he gives sev-

eral texts from the Bible to prove it, while others are

stopping their ears that they may not hear the bleis-

phemies of the Unitarian; and they all contend they

have the true meaning of the Bible.

Next comes the Methodist, and he says, “My friends,

have you got any religion at all?” “Of course, we
have,” say they. “Did you ever feel religion,” says

the Methodist, “the Spirit of God moving within you ?”

“Nonsense,” says the Presbyterian, “we are guided by
our reason and judgment.” “Well,” says the Metho-
dist, “if you never felt religion, you never had it, and
will go to hell for all eternity.”

The Universalist next comes in, and hears them talk-

ing and threatening one another with eternal hell fire.

“Why,” says he, “you are a strange set of people; do
not you understand the Word of God? there is no hell

at all. That idea is good enough to scare old women
and children,” and he proves it from the Bible.

Next comes in the Quaker; he recommends them not

to be quarrelling, and advises that they do not baptize

at all. He is the sincerest of men, and gives the Bible

for his faith.

Another comes in and says: “Baptize the men and
let the women alone; for the Bible says, unless a man
be born again of water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot

enter into the kingdom of heaven. So,” says he, “the

women are all right, but baptize the men.”
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Next comes in the Shaker, and says he, “You are a

presumptuous people, a presumptuous set of people.

“Do you not know,” he says, “that the Bible tells you,you
must work out your salvatien in fear and trembling,

and you do not tremble at all. My brethren, if you
want to go to heaven, shake, my brethren, shake.'"'

Vm.—I have here brought together seven or eight

denominations, differing from one another, or un-
derstanding the Bible in different ways, illustrative of

the fruits of private interpretation; what, then, if I

brought together the three hundred and fifty different

denominations, all taking the Bible for their guide and
teaching, and all differing from one another. Are they all

right ? One says there is a hell, and another says there

is no hell. Are both right ? One says Christ is God,
another says He is not. One says bishops are neces-

sary, another says they are unessential. One says Bap-
tism is a requisite, and another says it is not : are both
true ? This is an impossibility, my friends

;
all cannot

be true.

. Who, then, is true? He that has the true meaning
of the Bible, you say; but the Bible does not tell us
who that is—the Bible never settles the quarreL The
Bible is not the teacher.

The Bible, my dear people, is a good book
;
we Cath-

olics allow that the Bible is the Word of God, the lan-

guage of inspiration, and every Catholic is exhorted to

read the Bible. But good as it is, the Bible, my dear
friends, does not explain itself; it is a good book, the

Word of God, the language of inspiration, but your
explanation of the Bible is not the language of inspira-

tion; your understanding of the Bible is not inspired

—for surely you do not pretend to be inspired!

Now, then, what is the teaching of the Church upon
the subject? The Catholic Church says the Bible is

the Word of God, and that God has appointed an au-
thority to give us the true meaning.

It is with the Bible as it is with the constitution of

the United States. When George Washington and his

associates wrote the constitution and the supreme law
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of the United States, they did not say to the people of

the States:
“ Let every man read the constitution and make a

Government to himself, let every man make his own
explanation of the constitution.” If Washington had
done that, there never would have been a United States.

The people would all have been divided among them-
selves, and the country would have been cut up into a

thousand different divisions or governments.

What did Washington do ? He gave them the constitu-

tion and the Supreme Law, and appointed his Supreme
Court and Supreme Judge of the constitution; and
that Supreme Court and Supreme Judge are to give the

true explanation of the constitution to all the citizens

of the United States—all without exception, from the

President to the beggar. All are bound to go by the

decisions of the Supreme Court, and it is this and this

alone that can keep the people together and preserve

the Union of the United States. The moment the

people take the interpretation of the constitution into

their own minds, that moment there is an end of unioij.

And so it is in every government, so it is here and
everywhere; there is a constitution, a Supreme Court,

or Law, a Supreme Judge of that constitution, and
that Supreme Court or Church is to give us the mean-
ing of the constitution and the Law.

'In every well-ruled country there must be such a

thing as this—a Supreme Law, Supreme Court, Su-

preme Judge, that all the people are bound to abide by.

There is in every country a Supreme Law, Supreme
Court, Supreme Judge, and all are boimd by its deci-

sions, and without that no government could stand.

Even among the Indian tribes such a condition of

affairs exists. How are they kept together ? By their

chief, who is their dictator.

So our Divine Saviour also has established His Su-
preme Court, His Supreme Judge, that is to give us

the true meaning of the Scriptures, and that is to give

us the true revelation and doctrines of the Word of

Jesus. The Son of the Living God has pledged His
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Word that that Supreme Court is infallible, and there-

fore the true Catholic never doubts.

“I believe,” says the Catholic, “because the Church
teaches me so; I believe the Church because God has

commanded me to believe the Church; He said: ‘Hear

the Church, and he that does not hear the Church let

him be to thee as a heathen and a publican.’ ‘He that

believeth you believeth Me,’ said Christ, ‘and he that

despiseth you despiseth Me.’
”

Therefore, the Catholic believes because God has

spoken, and upon the authority of God.

But our Protestant friends say, “We believe in the

Bible.” Very well; how do you understand the Bible?

“Well,” says the Protestant, “to the best of my opinion

and judgment that is the meaning of the text.” He is

not sure of it, but to the best of his opinion and judg-

ment. This, my friends, is only the testimony of a man
—it is only human faith, not Divine Faith.

It is Divine Faith alone by which we give honor and
glory to God, by which we adore His infinite wisdom
and veracity, and that adoration and worship is neces-

sary for salvation.

I have now proved to you that the private interpre-

tation of the Scripture cannot be the guide or teacher

of man. In another lecture I shall prove that the

Catholic Church is the only true Church of God, and
that there is no other.



(SECOND LECTURE.)

THE ONE TRUE CHURCH.
THE ONLY CHURCH THAT CHRIST ESTABLISHED IS

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.

“ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that
believeth not shall be condemned.”—Mark xvi., 16.

I.—My dearly beloved Christians, from these words
of our Divine Saviour, I proved to you, in my first lec-

ture, that faith is necessary for salvation, and without
faith there is no salvation

;
without faith there is eter-

nal damnation, ^ead your own Protestant Bible, 16th
verse of St. Mark, and you will find it stronger there

than in the Catholic Bible.

Now, then, what kind of faith must a man have to be

saved? Will any faith do? Why, if any faith will do,

the devil himself will be saved, for the Bible says the

devils believe and tremble.

It is, therefore, not a matter of indifference what
religion a man professes; he must profess the right

and true religion, and without that there is no hope of

salvation, for it stands to reason, my dear people, that

if God reveals a thing or teaches a thing. He wants to

be believed. Not to believe is to insult God. Doubt-
ing His word, or to believe even with doubt and hesi-

tating, is an insult to God, because it is doubting His
sacred word. AVe must, therefore, believe without

doubting, without hesitating.

I have said, out of the Catholic Church there is no
divine faith—can be no divine faith out of that Church.

Some of the Protestant friends will be shocked at this,

to hear me say that out of the Catholic Church there is

no divine faith, and that without faith there is no sal-

vation, but damnation. I will prove all I have said.
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1 have said that out of the Catholic Church there

can be no divine faith. What is divine faith ? When
we believe a thing upon the authority of God, and be-

lieve it without doubt, without hesitating. Now, all

our separated brethren outside of the Catholic Church,
take the private interpretation of the Bible for their

guide
;
but the private interpretation of the Bible can

never give them divine faith.

Let me, for instance, suppose for a moment, here is

a Presbyterian; he reads his Bible; from the reading
of his Bible he comes to the conclusion that Jesus
Christ is God. Now, you know this is the most
essential of all Christian doctrines—^the foundation of

all Christianity. From the reading of his Bible he
comes to the conclusion that Jesus Christ is God; and
he is a sensible man, an intelligent man, and not a pre-

sumptuous man. And he says, “ Here is my Unitarian
neighbor, who is just as reasonable and intelligent as I

am, as honest, as learned, and as prayerful as I am,
and, from the reading of the Bible, he comes to the

conclusion that Christ is not God at all! “Now,” says

he, “to the best of my opinion and judgment I am
right, and my Unitarian neighbor is wrong; but, after

all,” says he, “I may be mistaken! Perhaps I have
not the right meaning of the text, and if I am wrong,
perhaps he is right, after all; but, to the best of my
opinion and judgment, I am right and he is wrong.”
On what does he believe ? On what authority? On

his own opinion and judgment.
And what is that ? A human opinion—human testi-

mony, and, therefore, a human faith.

He cannot say positively, “ I am sure, positively

sure, as sure as there is a God in heaven—that this is

the meaning of the text.” Therefore, he has no other
authority but his own opinion and judgment, and what
his preacher tells him. But the preacher is a smart
man. There are many smart Unitarian preachers also,

but that proves nothing; it is only human authority

and nothing else, and therefore only human faith.

What is human faith ? Believing a thing upon the



20

testimony of man. Divine faith is believing a thing

on the testimony of God.
II.—The Catholic has divine faith, and why? Be-

cause the Catholic says: “I believe in such and such
a thing.” Why? “Because the Church teaches me
so.” And why do you believe the Church ? “Because
God has commanded me to believe the teaching of the

Church
;
and God has threatened me with damnation

if I do not believe the Church, and we are taught by St.

Peter, in his epistle, that there is no private prophecy
or interpretation of the Scriptures, for the unlearned

and unstable wrest the very Scriptures, the Bible, to

their own damnation.”

That is strong language, my dear people, but that is

the language of St. Peter, the head of the Apostles.

The unlearned and unstable wrest the Bible to their

own damnation! And yet, after all, the Bible is the

book of God, the language of inspiration; at least,

when we have a true Bible, as we Catholics have, and
you Protestants have not.

But, my dearly beloved Protestant friends, do not be
offended at me for saying that. Your own most learn-

ed preachers and bishops tell you that, and some have
written whole volumes in order to prove that the Eng-
lish translation, which you have, is a very faulty and
false translation.

Now, therefore, I say that the true Bible is as the

Catholics have it, the Latin Yulgate, and the most
learned among the Protestants themselves have agreed

that the Latin Vulgate Bible, which the Catholic Church
always makes use of, is the best in existence; and,

therefore, it is, as you may have perceived, that when
I preach, I give the text in Latin, because the Latin

text of the Yulgate is the best extant.

III.—Now, they may say that Catholics acknowledge
the Word of God; that it is the language of inspira-

tion
;
and that, therefore, we are sure that we have the

Woid of God; but, my dear people, the very best thing

maybe abused, the very best thing; and therefore our

Divine Saviour has given us a living teacher, that is

to give us the true meaning of the Bible.



21

And He has provided a teacher with infallibility;

and this was absolutely necessary, for without this

—

without infallibility we could never be sure of our
faith. There must be an infallibility

;
and we see that

in every well-ordered government, in every govern-
ment—in England, in the United States, and in every

country, empire and republic, there is a constitution

and a supreme law.

But you are not at liberty to explain that constitu-

tion and supreme law as you think proper, for then

there would be no more law if every man were allowed

to explain the law and constitution as he should think

proper.

Therefore, in all governments there is a supreme
judge and supreme court, and to the supreme judge is

referred all different understandings of the law and the

constitution. By the decisions of the supreme judge
all have to abide, and if they did not abide by that de-

cision why, my dear people, there would be no law any
more, but anarchy, disorder and confusion.

Again, suppose for a moment that the Blessed Sav-

iour has been less wise than human governments, and
that He had not provided for the understanding of His
constitution, and of His law of the Church of God. If

He had not, my dear people, it would never have stood

as it has stood for the last 1854 years.

He has then established a Supreme Court, a Supreme
Judge in the Church of the Living God.

lY.—It is admitted on all sides, by Protestants and
Catholics alike acknowledged, that Christ has estab-

lished a Church
;
and, strange to say, all our Protes-

tant friends acknowledge, too, that He has established

but one Church—but one Church- —for, whenever Christ

speaks of His Church, it is always in the singular.

Bible readers, remember that; my Protestant friends,

pay attention. He says: “Hear the Church,”—not

hear the churches—“ I have built My Church upon a

rock ”—not My churches.

Whenever He speaks, whether in figures or para/-

bles of His Church, He always conveys to the mind a

oneness, a union, a unity.
“
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He speaks of His Church as a sheepfold, in which
there is but one shepherd—that is the head of all, and
the sheep are made to follow his voice; “other sheep I

have who are not of this fold.” One fold, you see. He
speaks of His Church as of a kingdom, in which there

is but one king to rule all; speaks of His Church as

a family in which there is but one father at the head

;

speaks of His Church as a tree, and all the branches
of that tree are connected with the trunk, and the trunk

with the roots; and Christ is the root, and the trunk
is Peter and the Popes, and the large branches are

the bishops, and the smaller branches the priests, and
the fruit upon that tree are the faithful throughout the

world; and the branch, says He, that is cut ofP from
that tree shall wither away, produce no fruit, and is

only fit to be cast into the fire—that is, damnation.

This is plain speaking, my dear people; but there is

no use in covering the truth. I want to speak the
*

truth to you, as the Apostles preached it in their time

—no salvation out of the Church of our Lord and Sa-

viour Jesus Christ.

Y.—Now, which is that Church? There are now
three hundred and fifty different Protestant churches

in existence, and almost every year one or two more are

added
;
and besides this number there is the Catholic

Church.

Now, which of all these varied churches is the one

Church of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? All

claim to be the Church of Jesus.

But, my dear beloved people, it is evident no church

can be the Church of Jesus except the one that was
established by Jesus. And when did Jesus establish

His Church ? When ? When He was here upon earth.

And how long ago is it that Christ was upon earth ?

Eighteen hundred and fifty-four years ago. Christ

was born eighteen hundred and eighty-seven years ago.

That is an historical fact admitted by all. He lived on
earth thirty-three years. - Take thirty-three years from

1887, and you have 1854 years over. That is the time

Christ established His Church on earth. Any Church
then, that has not existed 1854 years, is not the Church
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of Jesiis Christ, but is the institution or invention of

some man or other; not of God, not of Christ, but of

man.
Now, where is the Church, and which is the Church

that has existed 1854 years?

All history informs you that it is the Catholic Church

;

she, and she only among all Christian denominations

on the face of the earth, has existed 1854 years.

All history, I say, bears testimony to this; not only

Catholic history, but Pagan history, Jewish history

and Protestant history, indirectly.

The history, then, of all nations, of all people, bear

testimony that the Catholic Church is the oldest, the

first; is the one established by our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ.

If there be any Protestant preacher who can prove

that the Catholic Church has come into existence since

that time, let him come to see me, and I will give him
a thousand dollars. My dear preachers, here is a

chance of making money—a thousand dollars for you.

Not only all history, but all the monuments of antiq-

uity bear testimony to this, and all the nations of the

earth proclaim it. Call on one of your preachers and
ask him which was the first church—the first Christ-

ian Church. Was it the Presbyterian, the Episcopa-

lian, the Church of England, the Methodist, the Uni-
versalist or the Unitarian ? And they will answer you
it was the Catholic Church.

But, my dear friend, if you admit that the Catholic

Church is the first and oldest—the church established

by Christ—why are you not a Catholic ? To this they

answer that the Catholic Church has become corrupt-

ed; has fallen into error, and that, therefore, it was
necessary to establish a new church. A new church,

a new religion?

And to this we answer: that if the Catholic Church
had been once the true church, then she is true yet,

and shall be the true Church of God to the end of time,

or Jesus Christ has deceived us.

Hear-me, Jesus, hear what I say! I say that if the

Catholic Church now, in the nineteenth century, is not
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the true Church of God as she was 1854 years ago,

then I say, Jesus, Thou hast deceived us, and thou art

an imposter! And if I do not speak the truth, Jesus,

strike me dead in this pulpit—let me fall dead in this

pulpit, for I do not want to be a preacher of a false

religion

!

VI.—I will prove what I have said. If the Catholic

Church has been once the true Church of God, as is

admitted by all, then she is the true Church yet, and
shall be the true Church of God until the end of time,

for Christ has promised that the gates of hell shall not

prevail against the Church. He says that He has built

it upon a rock, and that the gates of hell shall never

prevail against it.

Now, my dear people, if the Catholic Church has

fallen into error, then the gates of hell have prevailed

against her; and if the gates of hell have prevailed

against her, then Christ has not kept His promise, then

He has deceived us, and if He has deceived us then He
is an imposter! If He be an imposter, then He is not

God, and if He be not God then all Christianity is a

cheat and an imposition.

Again, in St. Matthew, 28th chapter and verses XIX
and XX, our Divine Saviour says to His Apostles:
“ Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe whatso-

ever I have commanded you.” “Lo,” says He,' “I,

Jesus, the Son of the Living God, I, the Infinite Wis-
dom, the Eternal Truth, am with you all days, even

until the end of the world.”

Christ then solemnly swears that He shall be with

His Church all days to the end of time, to the consum-
mation of the world. But Christ cannot remain with

the church that teaches error, or falsehood, or corrup-

tion. If, therefore, the Catholic Church has fallen

into error and corruption, as our Protestant friends say

she has, then Christ must have abandoned her
;

if so.

He has broken His oath; if He has broken His oath

He is a perjurer, and there is no Christianity at all.

Againf our Divine Saviour, (St. John, 14th chapter,)
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has promised that He would send to His Church the

Spirit of Truth, to abide with her forever. If, then,

the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Truth, teaches the

church all truth, and teaches her all truth forever, then

there never has been and never can be one single error

in the Church of God, for where there is all truth there

is no error whatsoever.

Christ has solemnly promised that He will send to

the Church the Spirit of Truth, who shall teach all

truth forever; therefore, there has never been a single

error in the Church of God, or Christ has failed in

His promises if there has.

Again, Christ commands us to hear and believe the

teaching of the church in all things; at all times and
in all places. He does not say hearThe church for a

thousand years or for fifteen hundred years, but hear

the church, without any limitation, wihout any reser-

vation, or any restriction of time whatever. That is,

at all times
;
in all things until the end of time, and he

that does not hear the church let him be unto thee,

says Christ, as a heathen and as a publican. There-
fore, Christ says that those who refuse to hear the

church must be looked upon as heathens; and what is

a heathen? One that does not worship the true God;
and a publican is a public sinner. This is strong lan-

guage. Could Christ command me to believe the Church
if the Church could have led me astray—could lead me
into error? If the teaching of the Church be corrupt,

could He, the God of truth, command me without any
restriction or limitation to hear and believe the teach-
ings of the Church which He has established?

Again: Our Divine Saviour commands me to hear
and believe the teaching of the Church in the same man-
ner as if He Himself were to speak to us. “He that

heareth you,” says He, in His charge to the Apostles,
“ heareth Me, and he that despiseth you despiseth Me.”
So then, when I believe what the Church teaches I be-
lieve what God teaches. If I refuse what the Church
teaches I refuse what God teaches.

So that Christ has made the Church the organ by
which He speaks to man, and tells us positively that we
must believe the teaching of the Church as if He Him-
self were to speak to us.
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Therefore, says St. Paul, in his Epistle to Timothy,
“ the Church is the ground ”—that is, the strong foun-
dation—“and the pillar of the truth.” Take the ground
or foundation of this edifice away, and it crumbles down

;

so with regard to these pillars upon which the roof
rests, take them away and the roof will fall in; so St.

Paul says, “ the Church is the ground and the pillar of

truth,” and the moment you take away the authority of

the Church of God yoii induce all kinds of errors and
blasphemous doctrines. Do we not see it?

VII.—In the sixteenth century Protestantism did

away with the authority of the Church and constituted

every man his own judge of the Bible, and what was
the consequence ? Religion upon religion, church upon
church, sprang into existence, and has never stopped

springing up new churches to this day. When I gave

my mission in Flint, Michigan, I invited, as I have

done here, my Protestant friends to come and see me.

A good and intelligent man came to me and said:

“I will avail myself of this opportunity to converse

with you.”

What church do you belong to, my friend, said I.

“To the Church of the Twelve Apostles,” said he.

Ha! ha! said I, I belong to that Church too. But,

tell me, my friend, where was your Church started ?

“In Terre Haute, Indiana,” says he.

Who started the Church, and who were the twelve

apostles, my friend? said I.

“They were twelve farmers,” says he; “we all be-

longed to the same Church—the Presbyterian—but we
quarrelled with our preaclier, separated from him, and

started a Church of our own.”

And that, says I, is the twelve apostles you belonged

to—twelve farmers of Indiana! The Church came into

existence about thirty years ago.

A few years ago, when I was in Terre Haute, I asked

to be shown the Church of the Twelve Apostles. I was

taken to a window and it was pointed out to me, “but

it is not in existence anymore,” said my informant, “it

is used as a wagonmaker’s shop now.”

Again, St. Paul, in his Epistles to the Galatians,

says: “Though we Apostles, or even an angel from
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heaven were to come and preach to you a diflPerent Gos-
pel from what we have preached, let him be anathema”
That is the language of St. Paul, because, my dearly

beloved people, religion must come from God, not from
man. No man has a right to establish a religion; no
man has a right to dictate to his fellow-man what he
shall believe and what he shall do to save his soul.

Religion must come from God, and any religion that is

not established by God is a false religion, a human in-

stitution, and not an institution of God; and therefore

did St. Paul say in his Epistles to the Galatians,

“Though we Apostles or even an angel from heaven
were to come and preach to you a new Gospel, a new
religion, let them be anathema.”

VIII.—You see, then, my dearly beloved people,

from the text of the Scripture I have quoted that, if

the Catholic Church has been once the true Church,
then she is yet the true Church.
You have also seen from what I have said that the

Catholic Church is the institution of God, and not of

man, and this is a fact—a fact of history, and no fact

of history so well supported, so well proved as that the
Catholic Church is the first, the Church established by
Jesus Christ.

So, in like manner, it is an historical fact that all the
Protestant churches are the institutions of man—everv-

one of them. And I will give you their date, and the
name of their founders or institutors.

In the year 1520—368 years ago—the first Protes-
tant came into the world. Before that one there was
not a Protestant in the world, not one on the face of

the whole earth
;
and that one, as all history tells us,

was Martin Luther, who was a Catholic priest, who
fell away from the Church through pride, and married
a nun. He was excommunicated from the Church, cut
off, banished, and made a new religion of his own.

Before Martin Luther there was not a Protestant in
the world; he was the first to to raise the standard of re-

bellion and revolt against the Church of God. He said
to his disciples that they should take the Bible for their

guide, and they did so. But they soon quarrelled with
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them started a new religion of his own.

After the disciples of Martin Luther came John Cal-

vin, who in Geneva established the Presbyterian relig-

ion, and hence, almost all of those religions go by
the name of their founder.

I ask the Protestant, “Why are you a Lutheran, my
friend ?”

“Well,” says he, “because I believe in the doctrine

of good Martin Luther.”

Hence, not of Christ, but of man—Martin Luther.

And what kind of a man was he? A man who had
broken the solemn oath he had made at the altar of

God, at his ordination, ever to lead a pure, single and
virginal life. He broke that solemn oath, and married
a Sister Catharine, who had also taken the same oath

of chastity and virtue. And this is the first founder
of Protestantism in the world. The very name by
which they are known tells you they came from Martin
Luther.

So the Presbyterians are sometimes called Calvinists,

because they come from, or profess to believe in John
Calvin.

IX.—After them came Henry VIII. He was a Cath-

olic, and defended the Catholic religion; he wrote a

book against Martin Luther in defence of the Catholic

doctrine. That book I have myself seen in the library

of the Vatican at Rome a few years ago. Henry VIII
defended the religion, and for so doing was titled by
the Pope “Defender of the Faith.” It came down with

his successors, and Queen Victoria inherits it to-day.

He was married to Catharine of Arragon; but there

was at his court a maid of honor to the Queen, named
Ann Boleyn, who was a beautiful woman, and captivi-

tating in apparence. Henry was determined to have

her. But he was a married man. He put in a peti-

tion to the Pope to be allowed to marry her—and a

foolish petition it was, for the Pope had no power to

grant the prayer of it. ©The Pope and all the bishops

in the world cannot go against the will of God. Christ

says: “If a man putteth away his wife, and marrieth
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another, he committeth adultery, and he that marrieth

her who is put away committeth adultery also.”

As the Pope would not grant the prayer of Henry’s
petition he took Ann Boleyn anyhow, and was excom-
municated from the Church.

After a while there was another maid of honor, pret-

tier than the first, more beautiful and charming in the

eyes of Henry, and he said he must have her, too. He
twk the third wife, and a fourth, fifth and sixth fol-

lowed. Now this is the founder of the Anglican Church,
the Church of England; and, therefore, it is that it

goes by the name of the Church of England.

Our Episcopalian friends are making great efforts

nowadays to call themselves Catholic, but they shall

never come to it. They own that the name Catholic is

a glorious one, and they would like to possess it. The
Apostles said: “I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy
Catholic Church”—they never said, in the Anglican
Church. The Anglicans deny their religion, for they
say they believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Catholic

Church. Ask them are they Catholics, and they say,

“Yes,but notBoman Catholics
;
we areEnglish Catholics.

’ ’

What is the meaning of word Catholic? It comes from
the Greek word Caiholicus—universal—spread all over

the earth, and everywhere the same. Now, first of all,

the Anglican Church is not spread all over the earth

;

it only exists in a few countries, and chiefly only where
the English language is spoken. Secondly, they are

not the same all over the earth, for they are now four

different Anglican churches: The Low Church, the

High Church, the Ritualist Church and the Puseyite
Church. Catholicus means more than this, not only
spread all over the earth and everywhere the same, but
it means moreover, at all times the same, from Christ

up to the present day. Now, then, they have not been
in existence from the time of Christ. There never was
an Episcopalian Church or an Anglican Church before

Henry VIII. The Catholic Church had already existed

1,500 years before the Episcopal came into the world.

After Episcopalianism different otherchurches sprang
up. Next came the Methodist, about one hundred and
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salvation that has made me preach to you as I have
done.

XI.—Well, saymy Protestant friends, “if a man thinks
he is right would not he be right ?” Let us suppose now a

man in Ottawa, who wants to go to Chicago but takes a

car for New York; the conductor asks for his ticket;

and he at once says: “You are in the wrong car, your
ticket is for Chicago, but you are going to New York.”
“Well, what of that?” says the passenger. “I mean
well.” “Your meaning will not go well with you in the
end.” says the conductor, “for you will come out at

New York instead of Chicago.”
You say you mean well; my dear friends, your mean-

ing will not take you to heaven; you must do well also.

“He that doeth the will of my father,” says Jesus, “he
alone shall be saved.”

There are millions in hell who meant well.

You must do well and be sure you are doing well, to be
saved.

I thank my separated brethren for their kindness in

coming to these controversial lectures. I hope I have
said nothing to offend them. Of course I have given
some hard replies, but the truth should be spoken, and
it would be nonsense for me, as a Catholic priest, not to

preach Catholic doctrines.

Note.—Father Damen always -wannb'recoinmended two books,
namely: “Points of Controversy” and “Catholic Christian In-

structed.”
To these might be added “The Faith of our Fathers,” “Cath-

olic Belief,” “ Facts of Faith ” and “ Rational Religion.”
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